THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES
Invites

to participate in the

2012

ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION
NATIONAL SHAKESPEARE
COMPETITION

The Competition is designed to develop students’ critical
thinking, close reading and public speaking skills through
reading, analysis and performance of Shakespeare. We also
desire to increase their overall appreciation of literature as
they explore the beauty of Shakespeare’s language and the
timeless themes found in his works. By preparing a monologue
for public presentation, students bring Shakespeare to life in
their own way and learn to express his words with
understanding, clarity and feeling.

We hope that you will give your students the opportunity to
participate in The English-Speaking Union National
Shakespeare Competition. You will find enclosed additional
information and a participation form. Competition
information for teachers is also available at www.esuus.org.

If you have any questions, please e-mail: Dan Bukovac, ESU
Kansas City Branch Coordinator, at dbukovac@stinson.com.



The English-Speaking Union
National Shakespeare Competition
2012 MEMO TO TEACHERS

To: Kansas City Area Teachers/English, Forensics and Drama Departments
From: Daniel Bukovac, Competition Coordinator, ESU Kansas City Branch
Date: October 26, 2011

We invite your schools to participate in the 2012 English-Speaking Union National Shakespeare
Competition! In this program, high school students nationwide read, analyze, perform and recite
Shakespearean monologues and sonnets in as many as three qualifying stages (school, Branch
{community) and national).

For those of you who participated in the program last year, we would like to express our deep
appreciation for your dedication to this program and to your students. You were part of a national effort
involving 16,000 students and over 2,000 teachers who encouraged their students to excel at
Shakespeare. We hope your school will continue to participate this year.

If you have not yet taken part in our Competition, we hope that you will consider offering this exciting,
educational program in your school. As your students read and analyze the Bard’s words, they gain
essential critical-thinking and close-reading skills. When they get up on their feet and perform these
words, they strengthen their public-speaking skills and self-confidence. You’ll ultimately find your
contemporary students come alive through Shakespeare’s timeless works.

For your convenience, I have enclosed the following:

e School Participation Form--This form and an entry fee must be returned to me by January
16, 2012, if your school wishes to participate in the Competition.

e Suggested Monologues List and Suggested Sonnets List--The length of each monologue
must be limited to 20 lines (verse or prose) according to The Riverside Shakespeare,
2nd Edition (1997). The suggested monologues adhere to this rule.

All the other necessary materials to familiarize yourself with the Competition and encourage the
participation of your students can be found in our Teacher’s Guide. This handbook is available on our
website at www.esuus.org. Included in the handbook are:

e Instructions for School Competitions (requiring a minimum of three competing
students and three judges)

e Student Guidelines
e Advice from Judges (for students)

e Branch Competition Entry Form—This form {containing information about your school
competition and the winner of that competition) must be returned to me by February 13, 2012
with your winner’s information.

The winner of your school competition advances to English-Speaking Union Kansas City Branch
competition tentatively scheduled on February 26, 2012. The winner of the Kansas City Branch
Competition receives an all-expenses-paid trip to New York City to compete at the National
Competition at Lincoln Center. The trip also includes exclusive workshops, sightseeing and interacting
with other Branch winners from across the country. The national winner of the ESU National
Shakespeare Competition receives an all-expenses-paid trip to study acting in Shakespeare’s homeland,
England. The national runner-up receives an all-expenses-paid trip to study acting at the American
Shakespeare Center, and the national 3t place winner receives $500 from the Shakespeare Society.

Thank you for your interest in the English-Speaking Union National Shakespeare Competition. Please
contact us with any questions. We look forward to working with you this year.

ADMIN01/998800.0936/12007093.1



The Englivsvh—Speaking Union
National Shakespeare Competition
2012 SCHOOL PARTICIPATION FORM

FORM SUBMISSION DEADLINE: January 16, 2012

Please use this form to inform your local ESU Branch that your school will be participating
in the 2012 ESU National Shakespeare Competition.

School Name:

School Address:

(include State and Zip Code)

School Phone: { ) School Fax: _( )

School Coordinator:

Home Phone: | ) Work Phone: )
Email Address: Fax: ( )

Hours when Coordinator may be reached at school

Approximately how many teachers will be
involved in your school competition?

Will the competition at your school be
required (part of the curriculum)
or an extra-curricular activity?

Will any events be held in conjunction with
your school competition (school assembly,
school play, student group meeting, etc.)?

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY &

CORRECTLY.
Please return this form accompanied by a PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK
check in the amount of $35 to: PAYABLE TO "ESU." THANK YOU.

Daniel Bukovac

Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP
1201 Walnut Street, Suite 2500
Kansas City, MO 64106
dbukovac@stinson.com
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To: Kansas City Area Teachers/English, Forensics
and Drama Departments

Enclosed is a poster that you may use to encourage
students at your school to participate in the 2012
English-Speaking Union Shakespeare Competition.
The blank space at the bottom of the poster may be
used to provide the name of the teacher coordinating
your school's competition. Thanks.



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES
invites

STUDENTS

to participate in the

2012
ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION

NATIONAL SHAKESPEARE
COMPETITION

Students in the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades read, analyze
and perform a monologue from one of Shakespeare’s plays.

The School Winner advances to English-Speaking Union
Kansas City Branch Competition, adding a sonnet to his or her
presentation.

The Kansas City Branch Competition Winner receives a trip to
New York City, where he or she will have the opportunity to
compete onstage at Lincoln Center. The trip will also include
acting workshops and cultural activities.

The ESU National Competition Winner is awarded an all-
expenses-paid trip to study acting in Shakespeare’s homeland,
England. In 2011 the 1% place winner was awarded a
scholarship to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art’s Young
Actors Summer School in London, England. The runner-up
received a scholarship to the American Shakespeare Center’s
Theatre Camp in Staunton, Virginia. The 3" place winner was
awarded $500 by The Shakespeare Society in New York, NY.

For further information, please contact:




Heart of America Shakespeare Festival
offers teachers and students two FREE Workshops.

e Saturday, December 10, 2012, 10am — noon: Join us to review information and materials needed to enter your
school in the ESU competition.

¢ Saturday, January 7, 2012, 10am — noon: Students present their monologues and sonnets to our professional
Shakespeare teaching artists and receive feedback to prepare them for the ESU competition.

Both workshops will be at the Shakespeare Studio, 3619 Broadway, Ste. 2, KC, MO 64111. You MUST register for the
workshops with Kara Armstrong, Education Director at karmstrong@kcshakes.org.

Another FREE opportunity for your students is our Annual Poster and Sonnet Contest for grades 4 - 12.

Students create original posters based on the themes in Antony and Cleopatra or A Midsummer Night’s Dream or write
original sonnets on a subject of their choosing. Submission deadline is March 1, 2012. Visit www.kcshakes.org for

contest guidelines.

The Shakespeare Festival offers in-school workshops, residencies and performances. Weekend acting classes, youth
performance opportunities and summer camps are also available. Please contact Kara Armstrong at
karmstrong@kcshakes.org or 816-531-7728 for prices and availability.

Get two FREE Reserved Seats (a $50 value) for the 2012 Shakespeare Festival

Teachers, simply complete and return the following survey to Kara Armstrong, Education Director, HASF, 3619
Broadway, Suite #2, KCMO 64111 or fax to 816.531.1911. A completed survey gives you two free reserved seats to see
your choice of Antony and Cleopatra or A Midsummer Night's Dream.

Teacher Name School
Address City State Zip
School e-mail Summer e-mail

Do you teach Shakespeare? YES / NO Ifyes, which plays?

Do you find that students who have seen a live performance of a Shakespeare play have a better understanding of the
text when they encounter it in school?  YES / NO

Would you like more information about HASF workshops and in school performances? YES / NO
Would you be interested in participating in a workshop about teaching Shakespeare? YES / NO

Have you ever attended a performance at the Heart of America Shakespeare Festival? YES/ NO



